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Created by students,
Boston school now looks
to study abroad
Larry Bowie
Institute Communications 
and Public Affairs

Take a look at the recruitment
material for the “totally new”
Franklin W. Olin College of

Engineering near Boston and you
realize this isn’t a typical school. 

“You Can’t Get Into Our College ...
Because We Don’t Exist — Yet,” a
pamphlet screams in bold red.
Apparently aliens stole the school’s
glossy recruitment brochures, accord-
ing to a tabloid-style newspaper
included in the student recruitment
packet.

“The truth is, things here at Olin
change so quickly that most anything
we write is outdated before the ink
dries,” said Duncan Murdoch, Olin’s
vice president for external relations

and enrollment. “So we didn’t bother
with a viewbook this year.”

The Olin College of Engineering
has yet to graduate a student or hold
a class. The campus is still being
built. But last fall, 30 students — all
on full scholarship — came to Olin
College as “partners” to help design
the curriculum, campus layout and
honor code system.

This fall, those partners as well as
45 additional students will begin
classes at Olin College, a private,
undergraduate engineering school
that has big ideas about changing the
landscape of engineering education.

The concept has caught on.
Scores of articles have been written
about the 30 students who turned
down prestigious offers to take an
opportunity to start a school from
scratch. And in Newsweek’s recent
“How to Get Into College” guide, Olin
College was named one of nine “hot
schools” for 2002, alongside
Vanderbilt University, the University

PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBuusshh  ttaallkkss  hhoommeellaanndd  sseeccuurriittyy  iinn  ccaammppuuss  ssppeeeecchh
Watches first response
scenario utilizing GTRI
technology
Michael Hagearty
Institute Communications 
and Public Affairs

The gymnasium in the old
O’Keefe building hasn’t seen
an audience this raucous since

… well, maybe ever.
A packed house of about 2,000

invited guests greeted President
George W. Bush with thunderous
applause, nearly drowning out the
music that signaled his entrance.

In town for a fund-raiser on behalf
of his fellow Republican,
Congressman Saxby Chambliss, the
President stopped at Georgia Tech to
watch a first response scenario and
give a speech emphasizing the impor-
tance of preparedness and vigilance
in the face of new terrorist threats.

The speech did nothing to dim

either the enthusiasm of the crowd or
the esteem with which they held him.
During his 20-minute address,
President Bush expounded on the
themes that have to this point
defined his presidency: homeland

security, the war on terrorism and the
unifying strength of the citizenry.

“The American people understand
the cause,” Bush said, speaking from
a raised platform behind a large ban-
ner bearing the Georgia Tech name.

“They understand the need. They
understand that history has called us
into action, and we must not blink.
And we must not grow weary.
Because, I repeat, we fight for free-
dom. We fight for values we hold so
dear and precious.”

In familiar homespun fashion, the
President also joked that those who
orchestrated terrorist attacks against
the United States may have underesti-
mated the country’s resolve.

“You know, when they hit us, they
must have thought we were so self-
absorbed and so materialistic, that
we would sue them,” he said to peals
of laughter and applause, adding,
“They’re wrong.”

The audience was mostly made up
of emergency responders — police,
fire and medical technicians — and
their families. Local and state offi-
cials, as well as Governor Roy
Barnes, were also in attendance. The
remainder consisted of students, fac-
ulty and staff from Georgia Tech.

GT Lorraine continued, page 2

‘‘TToottaallllyy  nneeww’’  eennggiinneeeerriinngg  ccoolllleeggee
ppaayyss  vviissiitt  ttoo  GGTT LLoorrrraaiinnee

Visit continued, page 3

Elizabeth Campell
Institute Communications
and Public Affairs

P resident Jimmy Carter’s moving
speech crowned an enlighten-
ing Founder’s Day Celebration

on March 22 for Ivan Allen College.
The Founder’s Day planning commit-
tee led by Associate Dean Ken
Knoespel planned events focused on
the theme, “An Open Society in an
Age of Terrorism.” 

Carter, who had recently returned
from a trip to Africa to learn more
about the AIDS epidemic in South
Africa, Nigeria and Kenya and how
those countries are handling the
health crisis, contrasted the
September 11 tragedy in the United
States to the current conditions in
Africa. 

“Eighteen-hundred people per day,
in South Africa alone, contract AIDS,”
he said. “Just to put Africa into per-
spective, we all grieve over the 3,100
people who died in the terrorist
attacks in the fall that shocked our
country. In Africa, that many people

die of AIDS every 12 hours.”
Carter emphasized that most of

the world is not obsessed by terror-
ism and suggested caution in using
the word terrorism or terrorist.

“There’s a natural inclination to
brand as terrorist people with whom
we disagree,” said Carter.

The most poignant moment came
when Carter described when he,
Nelson Mandela, and philanthropist
Bill Gates Sr. visited an AIDS clinic in
South Africa. He recounted his mem-
ory of holding a baby that made him
think of his daughter Amy’s baby;
then, he realized the baby had a 50
percent chance of developing AIDS. 

President Carter opened his
remarks  to the capacity crowd in the
Student Center Ballroom after receiv-
ing the Ivan Allen Prize for Progress
and Service. The Prize is named in
honor of the College’s namesake, for-
mer Atlanta Mayor Ivan Allen Jr., who
helped to ease racial tension in
Atlanta during his two terms as mayor
and, among other things, represents

FFoorrmmeerr  PPrreessiiddeenntt  CCaarrtteerr  pprroovviiddeess  gglloobbaall  
ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee  dduurriinngg  FFoouunnddeerr’’ss  DDaayy  cceelleebbrraattiioonn

PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBuusshh  ggeettss  bbrriieeffeedd  oonn  tthhee  pprroocceedduurreess  wwhhiillee  eemmeerrggeennccyy  ppeerrssoonnnneell  tteenndd  ttoo
mmoocckk  vviiccttiimmss  dduurriinngg  aann  eemmeerrggeennccyy  ddrriillll  iinnvvoollvviinngg  uunnkknnoowwnn  cchheemmiiccaall  aaggeennttss..

p
h
o
to

 b
y 

S
ta

n
le

y 
Le

ar
y

Carter continued, page 2



“QUOTE-
UNQUOTE”
“You couldn't help but feel you
were looking at a very well
oiled construction site, and it
lulled you into thinking that.
But suddenly, everything would
stop, and a family group would
come in, walk up a rubble pile
with police and firemen, and a
little service would occur.
Those injections of private
events were what made you
realize this is very different.” 
—David Frost, professor in the
School of Civil and
Environmental Engineering, on
the time he spent in New York
collecting data at Ground Zero.
(InformationWeek)

“Fundamentally, we may be in
one of those transition periods
where we need to rethink not
only what functions leaders
perform, but also how much of
a load they’re supposed to
carry.” 
—Donald Fedor, associate pro-
fessor in the DuPree College of
Management, on the shrinking
pool of workers typically con-
sidered to be emerging leaders
— people aged 35 to 44 — as
Gen X begins to replace Baby
Boomers in the workforce. 
(Atlanta Business Chronicle)
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GGeeoorrggiiaa  TTeecchh’’ss  SSttuuddeenntt  aanndd  TTeeaacchheerr  EEnnhhaanncceemmeenntt  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiipp
((SSTTEEPP))  PPrrooggrraamm  FFeelllloowwss  AAll--KKhhaalliiqquuee  HHaammiillttoonn  ((rriigghhtt))  aanndd
SStteepphhaanniiee  SShhoorrtteerr  ccoommppaarree  nnootteess  wwiitthh  SSttoonnee  MMoouunnttaaiinn  HHiigghh
SScchhooooll  SScciieennccee  CChhaaiirr  JJeerrrryy  SSttaallllwwoorrtthh  aatt  TTeecchh’’ss  CCeelleebbrraattiinngg
TTeeaacchhiinngg  DDaayy  PPoosstteerr  PPrreesseennttaattiioonnss,,  hheelldd  llaasstt  mmoonntthh  iinn  tthhee
LLiibbrraarryy..  TThhee  pprrooggrraamm  hhaass  ttwwoo  oobbjjeeccttiivveess::  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee
tteeaacchhiinngg--rreellaatteedd  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  aanndd  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  sskkiillllss  ooff  ggrraadd--
uuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss,,  aanndd  ttoo  uuttiilliizzee  tthheeiirr  eexxppeerrttiissee  ttoo  aassssiisstt  iinn  iinnccrreeaass--
iinngg  tthhee  mmaatthheemmaattiiccss  aanndd  sscciieennccee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll
ssttuuddeennttss..  EEaacchh  yyeeaarr  tthhee  SSTTEEPP  pprrooggrraamm  sseennddss  1122  
ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  tteeaacchh  iinn  aarreeaa  hhiigghh  sscchhoooollss..  

TThhiiss  yyeeaarr,,  HHaammiillttoonn  aanndd  SShhoorrtteerr  ttaauugghhtt  pphhyyssiiccss  aatt  SSttoonnee
MMoouunnttaaiinn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll..  SSTTEEPP  iiss  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall
SScciieennccee  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  aanndd  iiss  aa  jjooiinntt  pprrooggrraamm  bbeettwweeeenn  GGeeoorrggiiaa
TTeecchh''ss  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  tthhee  EEnnhhaanncceemmeenntt  ooff  TTeeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  LLeeaarrnniinngg,,
tthhee  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  EEdduuccaattiioonn  IInntteeggrraattiinngg  SScciieennccee,,  MMaatthheemmaattiiccss
aanndd  CCoommppuuttiinngg  ((CCEEIISSMMCC))  aanndd  tthhee  CCoolllleeggee  ooff  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg..

of Michigan and Vassar College.
Last month, Tech’s European

campus in Metz, France — Georgia
Tech Lorraine — was host to the 30
student partners, as well as eight
faculty members and student life
officers from Olin. The visit fulfills a
portion of the school’s mission: to
provide its students with an interna-
tional experience. 

Olin administrators initially
approached Tech about the possibili-
ty of holding its first international
program at GT Lorraine, which has
200 graduate and 120 undergradu-
ate students in addition to the 50
Tech faculty members who have

been assigned there. 
“Olin is recognized as the most

innovative experiment in engineering
education since World War II and it
is exciting that they have decided to
partner with Georgia Tech — the
largest engineering school in the
country — thanks to Georgia Tech
Lorraine,” said Hans B. Püttgen,
president of GT Lorraine and
Georgia Power Distinguished
Professor at Georgia Tech. “From an
education standpoint, one of our
interests is to see how some of the
Olin experiments could be scaled up
for large institutions.” 

During their four-week European
program, the Olin students not only
got a feel for an international aca-
demic partnership program, but also

a taste of the local culture involving
language lessons and history semi-
nars.

The trip is a trial run as Olin
explores partnerships for a study
abroad program, said Rod Crafts,
dean of student life at Olin College.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if this
turned into a regular program,” he
said, adding that it probably won’t
take shape until after Olin’s inaugu-
ral year is complete.

GGeeoorrggiiaa  TTeecchh  LLoorrrraaiinnee
www.georgiatech-metz.fr

OOlliinn  CCoolllleeggee
www.olin.edu

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn......

GT Lorraine, cont’d from page 1

the essence of “the new South.”
“I grew up in the deep south,

where my formative years were
shaped to a great degree by 100
years of racial prejudice,” said
Carter. “There were a few, a very
few, courageous people who broke
that shell that we had built around
ourselves. One of them was Ivan
Allen. … In Douglas, Ga., and Plains,
Ga., the name Ivan Allen was a bea-
con light for us breaking the dark-
ness, and I’m personally grateful to
him. I probably would not have
become President if not for Ivan
Allen and Martin Luther King Jr.”

Carter also reminisced about his
days as a Tech student and how he’s
always loved Georgia Tech. He noted
his old dorm has been torn down,
but he does remember his room-
mate and remembered how they did-
n’t get along. 

During the question and answer
session, Carter discussed his sup-
port of Bush’s actions in
Afghanistan, discussed his own
actions as President during the Iran
Hostage crisis in 1979-80, and gave
his opinion that the balance of free-
dom and security has not been
affected permanently by recent
events.

SSeeccuurriittyy  vveerrssuuss  ppeerrssoonnaall  ffrreeeeddoomm
That morning, Ivan Allen College
and the College’s Student Advisory
Board organized a panel discussion
on “Civil Liberties in an Age of

Terrorism” moderated by
Miles O’Brien, a news
anchor at CNN. The pan-
elists’ diverse background
and opinions challenged the
audience to examine the
issues of human rights, per-
sonal freedom, profiling, pri-
vacy, security and terrorism
in new ways. 

Honorable Marvin Shoob,
Senior Judge, United States
District Court, asked, “Is it
necessary to abandon our
principles in order to sur-
vive?” 

Shoob expressed con-
cern that the prisoners be
treated humanely, but felt
the U.S. must take steps to
win a war against an
unknown enemy – the worst
type of war.

Adbullahi A. An-Na’im,
Emory Law School, provided
a strong humanitarian per-
spective as a scholar of
Islam and human rights,
and former executive direc-
tor of Human Rights/Africa.

“If we want peace, then
do justice,” stated An-Na’im.
He pointed out that it is instructive
to look at the biggest terrorist attack
in the United States before
September 11 – the Oklahoma City
bombing. An-Na’im noted that in
that case every level of due process
and every safeguard were taken.

Gunther Latsch, department 
editor for a major German news-

magazine, offered a European per-
spective and noted that the “age of
terrorism” began earlier in Europe
and Israel. He expressed concern
over the “foolish gambling of civil
liberties,” and stated that one strate-
gy of terrorism is to get the govern-
ment in power to over-react. 

Carter, cont’d from page 1
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PPrreessiiddeenntt  CCaarrtteerr  ssppookkee  ccaannddiiddllyy  aabboouutt  tthhee  nneeeedd
ttoo  iinnccrreeaassee  ffoorreeiiggnn  aaiidd,,  ssaayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  UUnniitteedd
SSttaatteess  ggiivveess  rroouugghhllyy  oonnee--tteenntthh  ooff  11  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  iittss
GGrroossss  NNaattiioonnaall  PPrroodduucctt,,  lloowweesstt  aammoonngg  tthhee  2222
iinndduussttrriiaalliizzeedd  nnaattiioonnss..



Shortly before his address, the
President watched as members of
the Atlanta and DeKalb County fire
departments coordinated efforts in
staging an environmental disaster.
Travelling with Homeland Security
Director Tom Ridge, Bush wit-
nessed an emergency response
drill involving unknown chemical
agents. Rescue workers, equipped
with oxygen tanks and wearing bio-
hazard suits, entered the hot zone,
performed field diagnostics and
transported the mock victims to a
decontamination site. From there,
medical personnel were able to
ascertain the type of hazard using
technology developed at Tech.

This scenario was similar to an
on-campus exercise conducted by
the U.S. Marine Corps and Tech’s
Center for Emergency Response
Technology, Instruction, and Policy
(CERTIP) in November 2000. That
scenario was part of a partnership
known as Project Atlanta, between
the Georgia Tech Research
Institute (GTRI) and the Marines’
Warfighting Lab in Quantico, Va.,
designed to help officials develop
command and control procedures
that would be in place should
there ever be a biological or chem-
ical disaster. The devices used
involve a mixture of new technolo-
gy and existing systems.

“For example, the ReachBack
system [see sidebar, right] is com-
mercial, off-the-shelf technology,”
CERTIP Director Tom Bevan said.
“It’s a matter of taking things and
putting them together to use for a
specific task.”

Bevan also coordinates the
Institute’s homeland defense
research programs and related ini-
tiatives, a position created by
President Wayne Clough at the end
of 2001. The director is responsi-
ble for developing and coordinat-
ing campus security policies and
procedures, which includes updat-
ing existing security procedures
put in place when Tech served as
the Centennial Olympic Village dur-
ing the 1996 Olympic Games.

Clough, who spent some time
with Bush during his visit to cam-
pus, said the exercise was well
received. “The President compli-
mented Tom Bevan and the CER-
TIP team for the excellent demon-
stration he had seen and indicat-
ed this was the first time he had
been able to see such technology
at work. The CERTIP team made a
great impression on the President
as well as Governor Ridge and
Congressman Chambliss.”

Clough also praised the cam-
pus for its ability to pull off such
an event given such a short time-
line. 

“I felt pride in the way the Tech
team worked under short notice
to put together a great show that
made us look good to those who
attended as well as on local and
national television,” he said. “Not
only were the demonstrations
impressive, but every thing else
went off without a hitch. Within
three days, GTRI, parking, physi-
cal plant, governmental affairs,
communications and develop-
ment did a remarkable job to
cover all of the bases.”

ww ww ww .. ww hh ii ss tt ll ee .. gg aa tt ee cc hh .. ee dd uu

April 1, 2002 3

CCEERRTTIIPP tteecchhnnoollooggyy  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteedd  dduurriinngg  PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBuusshh’’ss  vviissiitt::

••    The ChemBio Decision Aid (right), a chemical-biological device similar to an electronic checklist
for emergency responders: Emergency personnel might carry the hand-held device onto the scene
of a chemical release. A small screen provides a series of questions that help responders identify
medical symptoms and appropriate triage.

•• Optoelectronic Chemical/Biological Sensors, technology that can
detect and identify chemical and biological agents at the scene of an
accident: These are being developed in the laboratory to provide
affordable sensors to first responders.

•• The Medical ReachBack System (left), a network of portable computers that transmit information
to a server at a remote command post: It is used to send data back and forth on a chemical release
situation and potential victims. Emergency personnel and command officials might use this system
to transmit vital information on chemical agents, plan an emergency response or to retrieve and
send medical information to and from remote locations.p
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Visit, cont’d from page 1

PPrreessiiddeenntt  FFrraannkklliinn  DD..  RRoooosseevveelltt  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  IInnssttiittuuttee  oonn
NNoovv..  2299,,  11993355..  HHee  aatttteennddeedd  sseevveerraall  HHoommeeccoommiinngg  eevveennttss
aanndd  aa  ffoooottbbaallll  ggaammee  aatt  GGrraanntt  FFiieelldd  aalloonnggssiiddee  GGeeoorrggiiaa
TTeecchh  PPrreessiiddeenntt  MM..LL..  BBrriittttaaiinn..  PPrreessiiddeenntt  RRoooosseevveelltt  aallssoo
ssiiggnneedd  aa  ““mmeessssaaggee  ooff  ggrreeeettiinngg””  ttoo  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  ddeedd--
iiccaatteedd  tthhee  TTeecchhwwoooodd  HHoommeess  PPrroojjeecctt  ——  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  llooww--
iinnccoommee  hhoouussiinngg  pprroojjeecctt  iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonn..

When President George W. Bush appeared at Tech last week, the event momentarily put the
campus directly in the national spotlight. But Bush’s visit wasn’t the first by a sitting president

in the Institute’s 117-year history.
These are a few of the U.S. Presidents who have graced Tech’s campus over the past century.

TThhee  ffiirrsstt  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ttoo  vviissiitt  wwaass  TThheeooddoorree  RRoooosseevveelltt,,
wwhhoo  ccaammee  ttoo  TTeecchh  oonn  OOcctt..  2200,,  11990055..  RRoooosseevveelltt  ((cceenntteerr))
ssppookkee  oonn  tthhee  sstteeppss  ooff  tthhee  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  BBuuiillddiinngg  aabboouutt
tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  tteecchhnnoollooggiiccaall  eedduuccaattiioonn..

““AAmmeerriiccaa  ccaann  bbee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  nnaattiioonn  oonnllyy  bbyy  tthhee  kkiinndd  ooff
ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  eeffffoorrtt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ddeevveellooppeedd  aanndd  iiss  ssyymmbbooll--
iizzeedd  iinn  iinnssttiittuuttiioonnss  ooff  tthhiiss  kkiinndd,,””  hhee  ssaaiidd..  
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SSttaannddiinngg  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  hhuunnddrreeddss  ooff  eemmeerrggeennccyy  rreessppoonnddeerrss  iinn  tthhee  OO’’KKeeeeffee  ggyymmnnaassiiuumm,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt  BBuusshh  ssaaiidd,,  ““II  wwaanntt  ttoo  tthhaannkk  aallll  wwhhoo
wwoorrkk  aatt  tthhee  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  EEmmeerrggeennccyy  RReessppoonnssee  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy,,  IInnssttrruuccttiioonn  aanndd  PPoolliiccyy..  II  hhaavvee  jjuusstt  sseeeenn  aa  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  tthhaatt  hheellppss  pprreeppaarree
tthhee  eemmeerrggeennccyy  ffiirreeffiigghhtteerrss  aanndd  tthhee  ppoolliiccee    ttaakkee  ccaarree  ooff  aa  ddiissaasstteerr  oorr  aann  aattttaacckk;;  hhooww  bbeesstt  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  tthhee  cciittiizzeennss..  TThhiiss  iiss  aann  iinnnnoovvaa--
ttiivvee  ttrraaiinniinngg  cceenntteerr..  AAnndd  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  tthhaannkk  aallll  tthhoossee  iinnvvoollvveedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  yyoouurr  hhoossppiittaalliittyy  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhaannccee  ttoo  sseeee  ffiirrsstthhaanndd
hhooww  AAttllaannttaa  aanndd  tthhee  ssttaattee  ooff  GGeeoorrggiiaa  aarree  pprreeppaarriinngg  ffoorr  aannyy  ppoossssiibbllee  aattttaacckk..””  TTooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  HHoommeellaanndd  SSeeccuurriittyy  DDiirreeccttoorr  TToomm
RRiiddggee  ((sseeaatteedd,,  lleefftt)),,  BBuusshh  ssaaiidd  ssuucchh  ddeemmoonnssttrraattiioonnss  aarree  nneecceessssaarryy  iinn  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aa  ssttrraatteeggyy  tthhaatt  uuttiilliizzeess    nnaattiioonnaall,,  ssttaattee  aanndd  llooccaall
rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  AAmmeerriiccaann  cciittiizzeennss..


